INTRODUCTION.

-imply because the accused know there is strong suspicion
against I hem, and think that, possibly by confessing, they
may get off the extreme penalty. Dr. Chevers mentions
several cases of persons who confessed to having mur-
dered men who were still living, and who had never been
attacked. This is often ascribed to undue pressure of the
police, and there can be no doubfc that fear of torture has
produced many a false confession. It would be a bold thing
to say that police torture no longer takes place, and I have
frequently had cases before me where confessions had been
made, which were subsequently withdrawn, and which I
could account for in no other way than that undue pressure
had been used by some one. The subject of police torture
is alluded to further on, and I will not, therefore, dwell
upon it here. It may, however, be as well to allude to the
remarkable success which attends the efforts of some of the
special dacoity inspectors. One of these officials never
brought a case into court without a confession from one or
oilier of the prisoners. There is every reason to believe
that the cases brought up were true cases, though whether
all the details of the confessions were true is another mat-
ter. There can be no doubt that a large number of these
confessions were obtained, not by torture but by persuasion.
A prisoner is told that if he will make a clean breast of the
matter, lie will, probably, get a comparatively slight punish-
ment, and in the meantime his family shall be provided for.
The villagers themselves are only too glad to get a danger-
ous gang run in, and make arrangements for the provision
of the family of the man who confesses. The confession
once made, leads to other evidence corroborating it, and the
gang is broken*up. It is, of course, a fact that there are a
number of entirely false accusations, but I believe it to be
equally a fact that the persons sent up for trial are, gene-
rally speaking, the real offenders, though it probably very
often occurs that the evidence sent up in support of the
accusation is entirely false.

Zeal in detection sometimes carries the police a great
deal too far, and Chevers quotes a case in which the police,